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Sustainable San Mateo County Announces 2025 Awardees 
Winners are celebrated for their transformative, innovative efforts to make our communities 

more sustainable 
 
Sustainable San Mateo County (SSMC) will honor five local sustainability champions and two green 
buildings at its 26th Annual Awards Celebration from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 3, for their 
contributions to sustainability in San Mateo County.  
 
Recipients of SSMC’s Sustainability Awards will be Caltrain, for their groundbreaking electrification 
effort; El Concilio of San Mateo County, for their work addressing environmental injustices for Latino, 
immigrant and underserved communities locally; and the San Mateo County Community College 
District, for their environmental leadership across three campuses and throughout the California 
Community College system. The Youth Sustainability Award will go to Colin Chu, an 11th grade 
environmental advocate and founder of Homeless Heroes. The Ruth Peterson Award, established in 
memory of a dedicated SSMC leader, will be presented to longtime SSMC volunteer John Crowell for his 
significant contributions to SSMC as a volunteer and board member over the last four years. 
 
SSMC and American Institute of Architects San Mateo County will present the 2025 Green Building 
Award to the San Mateo County Office Building 3 in Redwood City. A Green Building Honorable 
Mention will be awarded to Belle Haven Community Campus in Menlo Park. 
 
Peninsula Clean Energy will give special recognition to community leaders and local government officials 
and staff in San Mateo County for their collaborative efforts that made the county a trailblazer in 
pioneering local and statewide climate-friendly building “reach codes.” The State of California is 
incorporating key elements of these local reach codes into its own building codes, with new standards 
set to take effect on January 1, 2026, that are estimated to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 4 million 
metric tons annually. 
 
For the past 26 years, SSMC has recognized San Mateo County pioneers who have had a significant 
impact on the sustainability of the county. A total of 181 individuals and organizations have received 
awards for improving the sustainability of their communities by addressing environmental, economic 
and/or social equity issues. 
 
Awardees will be recognized on April 3 at the SSMC Awards Celebration at College of San Mateo. The 
event includes a hosted reception, dinner, live auction and awards program filled with inspiring stories 
about local sustainability heroes. State Senator Josh Becker will emcee the evening with former Menlo 
Park Mayor Kirsten Keith, Vice Chair of SSMC. 
 

https://sustainablesanmateo.org
https://aiasmc.org/
https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/outreach/?utm_source=SSMC&utm_medium=bitly&utm_campaign=Outreach_Grants
https://bit.ly/Sustainability-Awards-2025


SSMC’s 6th Annual Online Auction will kick off on March 27 and conclude on April 6 at 5 p.m. All online 
bids will be silent.  
 
Tickets are available at bit.ly/SSMC-Awards-Tickets. Individual tickets cost $200; a table of 10 costs 
$1,900. Sponsorships range from $500 to $10,000 and include benefits. Visit 
sustainablesanmateo.org/sponsorship-opportunities for details. For more information, visit 
bit.ly/Sustainability-Awards-2025, email event@sustainablesanmateo.org or call 650-918-1992. 
  
The annual SSMC awards are designed to raise awareness of sustainability in the community and 
encourage others to take action. “The Sustainability Awards shine a spotlight on the local individuals and 
organizations leading the way toward a more sustainable future. By celebrating their achievements, we 
educate our community about what’s possible and inspire others—leaders, businesses and residents 
alike—to take meaningful action for a healthier, more resilient San Mateo County,” said Sarah Hubbard, 
Executive Director of SSMC. 
  
Sustainability Awards will be awarded to three recipients:  
 

●​ Caltrain is being recognized for its historic electrification project, transforming public transit with 
environmental, economic and social equity benefits. As the first diesel-to-electric conversion 
west of the Mississippi, the project eliminates 250,000 metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions 
annually, equivalent to removing 55,000 cars from the road, while running on 100% renewable 
energy. This $2.4 billion initiative created 33,000 jobs, enhanced stormwater management, and 
reduced noise and air pollution along its 51-mile corridor, benefiting marginalized communities. 
Caltrain’s equity-focused efforts include service increases in underserved areas and affordable 
transit programs like Clipper Start. Through innovative partnerships and public engagement, 
Caltrain sets a national standard for sustainable transportation, paving the way for a cleaner, 
greener future.  

●​ El Concilio of San Mateo County has been a cornerstone of support for the county’s Latino, 
immigrant and underserved communities since 1980. Through programs like housing assistance, 
utility support and climate justice initiatives, El Concilio addresses environmental inequities and 
empowers residents to advocate for a more sustainable future. By focusing on the "3Es" of 
sustainability – Environment, Economy and social Equity – the organization fosters economic 
stability, promotes environmental awareness and ensures that underserved communities have a 
voice in shaping policies that impact their lives. El Concilio's work exemplifies the importance of 
inclusive sustainability and serves as a model for other organizations seeking to create a more 
just and equitable future. 

●​ The San Mateo County Community College District (SMCCCD) is a 2025 Sustainability Award 
winner for its leadership in environmental stewardship, social equity and economic 
responsibility. Serving over 29,000 students across three colleges, SMCCCD has pioneered 
sustainability efforts, including transitioning to 100% clean energy, installing over 90 EV chargers, 
and achieving a 71% waste diversion rate. The district fosters climate leadership through 
programs like Earth Fest, the Sustainability Career Center and Zero Waste Ambassadors. Under 
Chancellor Melissa Moreno’s leadership, SMCCCD aims for Zero Net Energy by 2050 while 
expanding green infrastructure and housing. By integrating sustainability into education and 
operations, SMCCCD empowers students and the broader community to create a more resilient, 
equitable future.  
 

SSMC’s Youth Sustainability Award will go to Colin Chu of Portola Valley. Inspired by his deeply rooted 
passions in environmental and social justice, Colin founded Homeless Heroes in 2021, when he was in 
8th grade. This nonprofit combats food waste and food insecurity by redistributing surplus school 

https://bit.ly/SSMC-Awards-Tickets
https://sustainablesanmateo.org/sponsorship-opportunities/
https://bit.ly/Sustainability-Awards-2025
https://sustainablesanmateo.org/2025/02/04/2025-sustainability-award-winner-caltrain/
https://sustainablesanmateo.org/2025/02/04/2025-sustainability-award-winner-el-concilio
https://sustainablesanmateo.org/2025/02/04/2025-sustainability-award-winner-smcccd
https://sustainablesanmateo.org/2025/02/04/2025-youth-sustainability-award-winner-colin-chu/


cafeteria food to homeless shelters. Since 2021, Colin has expanded Homeless Heroes by partnering with 
local and national organizations to deliver over 135,000 meals to more than 3,500 individuals, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions while addressing food equity. Colin’s impact extends beyond his nonprofit 
work. He serves on the U.S. Youth Action Council for the U.N. Ocean Decade and advocates for 
sustainable policies. As he prepares for college, Colin is working to continue to expand Homeless Heroes 
across the country, consistent with his mission to fight food waste, homelessness and climate change. 
 
The Ruth Peterson Award, established in memory of a dedicated SSMC leader, will be presented to John 
Crowell, an invaluable SSMC volunteer. After a successful career working for innovative high technology 
companies, including Sun Microsystems and a startup, OnLive, John dedicated himself to volunteering 
for a number of organizations, including the Redwood City Elementary School District, Meals on Wheels, 
City Trees and others. SSMC became a big focus of his efforts, where he volunteered for four years and 
served as a board member for over three years. He has had an enduring impact on the organization 
through his work in shaping the Sustainability Dashboard, writing and editing several Indicators Reports, 
co-chairing the Development Committee, helping to set strategic and diversity policies, and much more. 
He is a resident of Redwood City. 
 
Peninsula Clean Energy will give special recognition celebrating the tireless work of local activists, city 
sustainability staff, local elected officials, and Peninsula Clean Energy and regional partner staff in 
developing and implementing building reach codes. These reach codes, which are local building codes 
that go beyond state requirements, are now being incorporated into California’s new building standards 
taking effect on January 1, 2026. According to the California Energy Commission, the updated codes will 
save $4.8 billion in energy costs and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 4 million metric tons – the 
equivalent of preventing emissions from burning 9 trillion barrels of oil. 
 
The Green Building Award will be presented to San Mateo County Office Building 3 (COB3) in Redwood 
City. This innovative project, the first civic building in the U.S. to combine mass timber construction with 
a net-zero-energy design, achieved a significant 85% reduction in structural embodied carbon. COB3 
incorporates a range of sustainable features, including solar panels, automated systems and 
biotreatment areas, while prioritizing employee well-being with features like natural light and optimized 
air quality. This project sets a new benchmark for sustainable public buildings, demonstrating the power 
of collaborative design and construction to create a healthier and more sustainable future. 
 
Owner: County of San Mateo. Architect: Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, San Francisco. Builder: Truebeck 
Construction, San Mateo. 

A Green Building Honorable Mention will be awarded to the Belle Haven Community Campus, a 
multi-generational, LEED Platinum, net-zero-energy facility in Menlo Park, Calif. This multi-use facility 
co-locates essential services such as a library, aquatic center, senior center, all-electric commercial 
kitchen and childcare in a historically underserved community. Powered by solar energy and a robust 
battery system, the campus minimizes its environmental impact while promoting community well-being. 
Its innovative design, prioritizing sustainability and social equity, sets a new standard for equitable and 
sustainable development. The project's success demonstrates how philanthropic contributions from 
community employers like Meta and commitment to green building can significantly enhance the quality 
of life for both the environment and the community. 

Owner: City of Menlo Park. Architect: Hart Howerton, San Francisco. Builder: Level 10 Construction, 
Sunnyvale. 

 

https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/news-releases/peninsula-clean-energy-to-give-special-recognition-for-climate-action-leadership/
https://sustainablesanmateo.org/2025/02/04/2025-sustainability-award-winner-cbo3
https://sustainablesanmateo.org/2025/02/04/2025-green-building-honorable-mention-belle-haven-community-campus


About Sustainable San Mateo County 
 
Founded in 1992, Sustainable San Mateo County is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to a 
vision of a sustainable future for everyone in the county. Its mission is to drive impactful action on 
economic, environmental and social equity issues that leads to sustainable practices and improves the 
long-term vitality of San Mateo County. For more information, visit sustainablesanmateo.org, email 
event@sustainablesanmateo.org or call 650-918-1992. 
 
 

Newsletter Item: 
 
Sustainable San Mateo County Announces 2025 Award Recipients 

 
Sustainable San Mateo County (SSMC) will honor five local sustainability champions and two green 
buildings at its 26th Annual Awards Celebration on April 3 for their contributions to sustainability in San 
Mateo County. 
 
Sustainability Awards will go to Caltrain, El Concilio of San Mateo County, the San Mateo County 
Community College District and the SSMC Youth Sustainability Award winner, Colin Chu, at SSMC’s 26th 
Annual Awards Celebration on Thursday, April 3, for their contributions to sustainability in San Mateo 
County. 
 
The Ruth Peterson Award will be presented to longtime SSMC volunteer John Crowell at the event. 
 
SSMC and the American Institute of Architects’ San Mateo County Chapter will present the Green 
Building Award to San Mateo County Office Building 3 in Redwood City. They will award a Green 
Building Honorable Mention to the Belle Haven Community Campus in Menlo Park. 
 
Peninsula Clean Energy will present a special award celebrating the visionary leadership and 
collaborative efforts of local activists, city sustainability staff, local elected officials, and Peninsula Clean 
Energy and regional partner staff for their tireless work developing and enacting “reach codes” that have 
not only transformed our region, but are now shaping the future of California’s building standards. 
 
For the past 25 years, SSMC has recognized San Mateo County pioneers who have had a significant 
impact on the sustainability of our county. A total of 181 individuals and organizations have received 
awards for improving the sustainability of their communities by addressing critical environmental, 
economic and social equity issues. 
    
The event will be held at College of San Mateo starting at 5:30 p.m. and includes a hosted reception, 
dinner, live auction and an inspiring awards recognition program. State Senator Josh Becker will emcee 
the evening with former Menlo Park Mayor Kirsten Keith, Vice Chair of SSMC. 
 
Tickets are available at bit.ly/SSMC-Awards-Tickets. Individual tickets cost $200; a table of 10 costs 
$1,900. Sponsorships range from $500 to $10,000 and include benefits. Visit 
sustainablesanmateo.org/sponsorship-opportunities for details.  
 
SSMC’s 6th Annual Online Auction will kick off on March 27 and conclude on April 6 at 5 p.m. 
 

http://sustainablesanmateo.org
https://sustainablesanmateo.org/
https://aiasmc.org/
https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/news-releases/peninsula-clean-energy-to-give-special-recognition-for-climate-action-leadership/
https://bit.ly/SSMC-Awards-Tickets
https://sustainablesanmateo.org/sponsorship-opportunities/


Founded in 1992, Sustainable San Mateo County is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to a 
vision of a sustainable future for everyone in the county. For more information, visit 
bit.ly/Sustainability-Awards-2025, email event@sustainablesanmateo.org or call 650-918-1992. 

https://bit.ly/Sustainability-Awards-2025

