
Right to Repair Act

“Right to Repair” is the idea that individuals and third parties should be allowed to and able to
repair electronic devices in order to avoid having to continually replace electronics, which will drastically
reduce the e-waste stream. Electronic waste, also known as e-waste, poses significant problems for
human and environmental health in addition to being a big contributor to the overall amount of waste in
the world. Specifically, toxic materials from e-waste can enter the environment and unsafe handling of
e-waste can lead to irreversible health problems for workers. The Environmental Protection Agency
estimates that a large majority of e-waste is not recycled and ends up in landfills.

As of March 2023, consumer electronic appliances in the European Union were required to be
repairable for a varying number of years: for example, 10 years for washing machines and seven years
for refrigerators. In France, a repairability index helps consumers choose products that will be easier to
repair. In the U.K., Right to Repair regulations require manufacturers to provide replacement parts to
ensure that select electronic products (e.g., most appliances and TVs) are repairable for at least 10
years. While the U.S. does not have an equivalent policy, it took a step in this direction when the
Federal Trade Commission adopted a policy in July 2021 in support of Right to Repair by agreeing to
increase law enforcement against illegal repair restrictions.

In California, there is still no legislation about the right to repair all electronic devices. As of June
2023, Bill SB 244 had been overwhelming approved with bipartisan support by the State Senate and
was stalled in the State Assembly. It would require manufacturers of electronics and appliances to
make parts, tools, and documentation available to consumers and independent shops. Previous
electronic right to repair bills in California, including one that would have applied to medical devices,
have not been approved, yet as of 2021, 27 states in the U.S. have considered Right to Repair
legislation, indicating that the issue is garnering more support.
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References and Resources
● France’s Repairability Index
● France’s Instruction Manual for Calculating the Repairability Index of Electrical and Electronic

equipments

Document last updated June 2023

This document is intended to introduce a concept and inspire further research. While we strive for
accuracy, this brief does not encompass the full spectrum of data and perspectives related to the topic.
Readers are encouraged to seek additional information and expert guidance.
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