Rain Garden Rebate

Rain gardens are affordable and sustainable alternatives for capturing
stormwater runoff.

BT o

(Photo courtesy of CalRecycle)

The Impact

The financial incentive provided by rebates can encourage more homeowners and property
owners to install rain gardens. The rebate helps offset the initial costs of installing a rain garden,
making it a more affordable and attractive option for property owners. Rain gardens absorb runoff water
up to 40% more efficiently than a standard lawn. In turn, they are a cost-effective and sustainable
solution to reduce water runoff in residential and urban environments.

Description

A Rain Garden Rebate is a financial incentive offered by some municipalities or environmental
organizations to encourage homeowners and property owners to create rain gardens. The rebate
typically covers a portion of the costs associated with the design, materials, and installation of the rain
garden.

Rain gardens consist of a shallow bed of soil planted with deep-rooted native plants and
grasses which help capture, clean and absorb rainwater that may have otherwise run off from a roof,
driveway or street. Stormwater is naturally absorbed as it flows through the garden. Rain gardens
placed at least 10 feet from a building can help redirect moisture from the foundation, reducing the
likelihood of flooding and other water-related issues. They can be located adjacent to paved parking
lots to capture runoff. In addition to redirecting water, rain gardens can also help filter out pollutants in
water and serve as a home for pollinators and birds.
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Where It's Been Implemented

The Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency (BAWSCA) offers a Lawn Be Gone
Program with a $300 rebate for customers who wish to convert their lawns to more water-efficient
landscapes. Residents from the following regions in San Mateo County, Calif., are eligible to participate
in the program: Brisbane, Burlingame, Hillsborough, Menlo Park, Mid-Peninsula Water District, North
Coast County Water District, Redwood City and San Bruno. The rebate application includes a draft rain
garden plan, terms and conditions, and tips for effectively implementing a rain garden.

Key Drivers

Rain gardens are an attractive alternative to impervious surfaces. These gardens can help filter
pollutants, protect local ecosystems and promote the breeding of beneficial insects that eliminate pests.
Homeowners benefit from rain gardens because they can reduce flooding and garden upkeep while
also increasing property value. Rain gardens planted with native plants are more sustainable than
grass or non-native landscaping.

Key Factors for Success

Rain gardens should take advantage of the direction in which rainwater flows. Doing so will help
the garden be more sustainable and effective. Placing a rain garden in partial to full sun will ensure that
the plants receive the proper amount of sunlight. Also, rain gardens should be built where the waterbed
is at least two inches below the surface. Waterbeds that are shallower than two inches should be turned
into a wetland garden instead.

Key Obstacles

A rain garden may not flourish if the soil becomes compressed by foot or vehicle traffic. A silt
fence made of fabric stretched between wooden posts can protect the garden until it is well established.
A silt fence will also prevent soil erosion during and after the planting process. Additionally, rain gardens
must be constructed to avoid septic tanks, utilities and obstacles such as large tree roots.

References and Resources

e Reid Bogert, Senior Stormwater Program Specialist, City/County Association of Governments,
San Mateo County, rbogert@smcgov.org, 650-599-1433

Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency (BAWSCA) Lawn Be Gone Rebate
BAWSCA $300 Rain Garden Rebate

Dauphin County (Penn.) Rain Garden Fact Sheet (fact sheet to download)

Alameda County (Calif.) Rain Garden Fact Sheet

Rain Gardens - CalRecycle Home Page

Soak Up the Rain: Rain Gardens | US EPA
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