Integrated Pest Management Policy or
Ordinance

Minimizing the use of chemical pesticides can protect plants and
animals, as well as aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems.

~

The Impact

According to the U.S. EPA, Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is an effective and
environmentally sensitive approach to pest management that relies on a combination of common-sense
practices. IPM programs use current, comprehensive information on the life cycles of pests and their
interaction with the environment. This information, in combination with available pest control methods,
is used to manage pest damage by the most economical means, and with the least possible hazard to
people, property, and the environment.

IPM policies and ordinances can help a city or county reduce the amount and toxicity of
pesticides it uses. For instance, pesticide use in Palo Alto, Calif., measured by amount of active
ingredient use, decreased 73 percent from 2005 to 2016. Use of pesticides of the “highest concern” in
Palo Alto decreased 95 percent from 2005 to 2016. In San Francisco, “most hazardous” pesticide
usage decreased 97.5 percent from 2010 to 2020. Expanding a policy or ordinance to target additional
specific concerns and/or increase its reach can make a policy more impactful.

Where It's Been Implemented

San Francisco implemented an IPM Ordinance in 1996 and revised it in 2011. Palo Alto
implemented an IPM Policy in 2001 and revised it in 2020. Menlo Park, Calif., implemented an IMP
Policy in 1998 and revised it in 2015. Santa Clara County (Calif.) also has an IPM Ordinance. All
permittees of the Municipal Regional Stormwater Permit, which includes all San Mateo County (Calif.)
cities, must report on how they follow the Municipal Regional Stormwater Permit’s best IPM practices.
(See “Background” section for more detail.)

Description

Integrated pest management policies and ordinances can be structured in many ways and
include a variety of components. The San Mateo Countywide Water Pollution Prevention Program’s
model IPM policy template includes the following components: written standard operating procedures;
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pesticide use tracking; an annual report about pesticide use; a review of the city’s purchasing
procedures, contracts and service agreements; educational outreach; a decision-making process based
on IPM practices; and the establishment of an IPM coordinator.

In addition to these common components of IPM policies and ordinances, there are several
other best practices that cities and counties in the San Francisco Bay Area have implemented in their
policies and ordinances:

Reduced-Risk Pesticide List (RRPL): Some IPM policies, like Palo Alto’s, detail toxic ingredients
and chemicals that are not allowed to be in pesticides in the city/county in order to protect water quality,
pollinators, children, etc. Other IPM policies, such as San Francisco’s ordinance, prohibit the use of
pesticides at all properties owned by the City or County of San Francisco, with the exception of
pesticides on a list of approved pesticides (an RRPL) to be used in the city/county. Santa Clara
County’s IPM ordinance also maintains a list of approved pesticides.

Pesticide Use Restrictions: IPM policies can institute restrictions on what pesticides can be used
for. For example, San Francisco’s ordinance prohibits the use of pesticides “for the purpose of
improving or maintaining water quality” at certain locations such as reservoirs or drinking water
treatment plants.

Pesticide-Free Locations: Some policies implement limits on where pesticides can be used. For
instance, Palo Alto’s policy prohibits the use of pesticides within 100 feet of playgrounds and creeks
(with a few exceptions for creeks). Palo Alto also maintains a list of pesticide-free locations in the city;
currently, there are 21 pesticide-free parks and facilities in Palo Alto.

Public Notice of Pesticide Use: Requiring public notice of pesticide use can help reduce the
negative human health impacts of pesticides by allowing the public to know what kinds of pesticides are
being used and letting the public have the option to avoid the area. San Francisco, Palo Alto, Santa
Clara County and Menlo Park all have Notice of Pesticide Use components in their IPM
policies/ordinances.

Pollinator Protection: Palo Alto seeks to protect pollinator populations in the city and has a
pollinator protection section in its IPM policy that prohibits the use of systemic pesticides that
specifically threaten pollinators.

Key Drivers

Pesticides can have a variety of negative ecological effects, posing unintended risks for species
not targeted by the pesticides. These negative effects can decrease plant and animal biodiversity and
have consequences for aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems. Uncontrolled pesticide use has led to
population decreases of many species and has threatened some populations in the past, including
those of bald eagles, peregrine falcons and ospreys.

IPM practices can significantly reduce pesticide use and allow jurisdictions to focus on
mitigating negative effects on non-target species.

Key Factors for Success

In order for the policy to be effective, it is important to accompany the policy with action and a
robust plan. An annual (or periodic) reporting process to identify the biggest areas of concern and
evaluate success, as well as annual training for city staff, are two ways to ensure that there are pest
management improvements over time. Tracking, reporting and training can all be included as
procedures in the policy. In addition, an IPM committee and/or coordinator can help ensure that the
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policy and pesticide practices in the city/county get attention, updates and enforcement each year. The
Palo Alto IPM Coordinator can also grant exemptions for certain pesticide use.

Key Obstacles

Time, funding and staff are all limited resources that are essential to successful, up-to-date and
detailed IPM policies/ordinances and programs. However, cities can collaborate with and learn from
each other in order to expand their IPM policies/ordinances. The Bay Area IPM Coordinators’ Group
meets a few times a year and is a great resource and network.

Timeline to Implementation
Timelines will vary depending on whether a city/county is creating or revising a new

policy/ordinance or expanding its IPM Program. Collaboration among cities and counties can help to
reduce implementation timelines.

Background

The California San Francisco Bay Water Board issued municipal regional stormwater permits in
the 1990s and reissued them in 2015 and 2022. San Mateo and Santa Clara counties are among the
counties that were issued permits. All permittees, which includes all San Mateo County cities, must
have an IPM policy or ordinance.

References and Resources

Julie Weiss, City of Palo Alto, julie.weiss@cityofpaloalto.org

City of Palo Alto’s Integrated Pest Management Policy

City and County of San Francisco’s Integrated Pest Management Ordinance

San Francisco Reduced-Risk Pesticide List for City-Owned Properties
San Francisco Pesticide Usage Trends

California Academy of Sciences Integrated Pest Management Plan
San Mateo Countywide Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program Model Integrated Pest

Management (IPM) Policy Template
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