
Comprehensive City Water Conservation

Water-Smart Landscaping (Photo courtesy of WaterSense Landscape)

Even when a city isn’t experiencing a drought, it makes sense to consider creative ways to cut
back on municipal water use. The following are some ideas modeled by the California cities of South
San Francisco and Menlo Park. Here are some ways residents make their homes more water efficient:

● Rather than hand watering or turning on sprinklers, water-efficient alternatives include drip
irrigation and/or rotating sprinkler heads. Smart sprinkler controls can also allow residents to
regulate how much water they are using and when, given the current weather conditions.

● Use permeable pavement systems in landscaping, which include pores or joints that allow water
to flow through. These systems reduce runoff, thereby increasing water quality and erosion in
local waterways.

● Use WaterSense products, which help avoid water leaks and other problems, and check
WaterSense’s rebate finder. WaterSense is a label backed by third-party certification and meets
EPA requirements for water efficiency. Many cities in the San Francisco Bay Area offer rebates
for the purchase of WaterSense products.

Here are some suggestions for making cities more water efficient:
● Train staff involved with civic landscapes on water-efficient landscaping.
● Ensure meridian landscaping is water efficient.
● Wash city cars less often (a practice that saves Menlo Park 78,000 gallons a year).
● Use stormwater to clean sidewalks (Menlo Park saves 10,000 gallons a year). Also regulate

water runoff. Soap, dirt and other debris often collected from cleaning sidewalks drain into local
aquatic ecosystems. Being more cognizant of what solutions are used for cleaning can mitigate
the runoff of toxic substances into the ocean and other bodies of water.

● Use water from water main flushing to run city fountains (Menlo Park saves 2,000 gallons a year
with this practice).
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https://rescape.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=icalrepeat.detail&evid=326&Itemid=149&year=2021&month=05&day=06&title=rescape-maintenance-qualification-training-online-sacramento-focus&uid=c51aec70802091bccfd5f0f7eac57330
https://sustainablesanmateo.org/
https://sustainablesanmateo.org/sustainability-ideas-bank/


References and Resources
● U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. WaterSense products
● U.S. EPA WaterSense Rebate Finder
● Menlo Park’s Water Conservation web page
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This document is intended to introduce a concept and inspire further research. While we strive for
accuracy, this brief does not encompass the full spectrum of data and perspectives related to the topic.
Readers are encouraged to seek additional information and expert guidance.
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https://www.epa.gov/watersense/watersense-products
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/rebates/
https://menlopark.gov/Government/Departments/Public-Works/Utilities/Menlo-Park-Municipal-Water/Water-conservation
https://sustainablesanmateo.org/
https://sustainablesanmateo.org/sustainability-ideas-bank/

