
Welcome!

| March 9, 2022

SAVE WATER
The future is in your hands 



When is World Water Day? World Water Day is held on 22 March every year. What is World 
Water Day? World Water Day is an annual United Nations Observance, started in 1993, focusing on the 
importance of water, coordinated by UN-Water and led by one or more UN-Water Members and Partners with 
a related mandate. What is the aim of World Water Day? World Water Day celebrates water and raises 
awareness of the 2 billion people living without access to safe water. It is about taking action to tackle the 
global water crisis. A core focus of World Water Day is to support the achievement of 
SustainableDevelopment Goal (SDG) 6: water and sanitation for all by 2030. What is the theme of 
World Water Day 2022? UN-Water sets the annual theme. In 2022, the theme is groundwater. Previous 
themes can be found here: www.worldwaterday.org/archives What happens on World Water Day? In 
the lead-up to 22 March, people and organizations host World Water Day events and participate in the global 
public campaign, launched in the preceding months by UN-Water on www.worldwaterday.org and social 
media. On World Water Day itself, the UN World Water Development Report is released, focusing on the same 
topic as the campaign and recommending policy direction to decision-makers.

Did you know … 
22 MARCH IS WORLD WATER DAY



SSMC at a glance

▪ Vision: “A sustainable future for 
everyone in San Mateo County”

▪ Local nonprofit – since 1992

▪ Accelerating sustainability in SMC

▪ “3Es” approach: economy, 
environment

www.sustainablesanmateo.org



Key Programs

• Vision: “A sustainable future for 
everyone in San Mateo County”

• Local nonprofit – since 1992
• Accelerating sustainability in SMC
• “3Es” approach: economy, 

environment

www.sustainablesanmateo.org



Our impact



Upcoming Events | Save the Date!
▪ WED April 6, 7-9 p.m.: Climate and Environment Forum - U.S. 

Congressional Candidates for CA District 15. Citizen’s Climate Lobby, 
SSMC, Thrive and Acterra: tinyurl.com/forum-apr6 

▪ WED April 13, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
     Next Happy Hour - Electrification (existing buildings)
     Sign up: bit.ly/HappyHourApril2022

▪ WED May 11, from 6 to 7 p.m.
     Annual Awards Ceremony

▪ WED May 4, from 6 to 7 p.m.
     VIP exclusive event. For $500+ sponsors.



Benefactor

Thank you, 2021 Awards sponsors!

Interested in learning more about our various sponsorship options?
     E-mail us at: advocate@sustainablesanmateo.org with "Sponsorship" in the subject line.



Thank you for your support!

Your gift, no matter how big or small, makes a 
difference!

Text “SupportSSMC” to 44-321 

or go to:

sustainablesanmateo.org/donatevolunteer/



The Happy (Hour) Team!

Kirsten Keith, SSMC    
Board Member & HH Liaison

Roscoe Escobar, SSMC 
Program Manager

Leane Eberhart, SSMC long-time 
Volunteer – IR Committee & 

Dashboard 

Christine Kohl-Zaugg, SSMC 
Executive Director & HH Liaison

Board
Staff

Volunteers
Interns

Join us!

Susie Hodges, 
SSMC Volunteer

Marjory Matic, SSMC 
Executive Assistant



It’s Trivia Time!

Are you ready?

The game is ON!



Trivia

How much water does the average San 
Mateo County resident use daily?:

a. 54 gallons
b. 66 gallons
c. 73 gallons

     



Trivia

Answer: b. 66 gallons per day. 
In 1 year this water would weigh more than 15 
elephants.

     



Trivia
Take shorter showers with high-efficiency 
showerheads.

Each minute you cut saves:

a. 2.5 gallons
b. 8.75 gallons
c. 6.25 gallons

     

FAST FACT
According to the California 
Plumbing Code, effective 
July 1, 2018, all residential 
construction projects must 
comply with the following 
regulations: Kitchen 
faucets: may not exceed 
1.8 gallons per minute 
(gpm) Bathroom faucets: 
1.2 (gpm).



Trivia

Answer: a. 2.5 gallons. 
If you take 10-minute showers, you would save 
a school-bus-full of water in 1 year.

     



Trivia

What percentage of water makes up healthy 
soil?:

a. 5% 
b. 15% 
c. 20%
d. 25% 

     



Trivia

Answer: d. 25% 
Soil plays an essential part in a healthy water 
cycle.

     



Our Speaker
Tom Francis
Water Resource Manager
Bay Area Water Supply & Conservation Agency | (BAWSCA)

Tom Francis is the Water Resources Manager of the Bay Area Water Supply & Conservation Agency 
(BAWSCA), comprising 26 utilities that purchase water from the San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission (SFPUC) for resale to their local service areas.  BAWSCA represents its members’ 
collective interests in their relationship with the SFPUC on matters related to water supply, facility 
reliability, operations, water quality, and wholesale water rates.  

Mr. Francis oversees BAWSCA’s water supply management efforts including water reliability planning, 
supply acquisition, and water conservation.  He is responsible for the implementation of the 
Long-Term Reliable Water Supply Strategy and oversees the SFPUC’s $4.6 billion Water System 
Improvement Program (WSIP) on behalf of the BAWSCA agencies.  Mr. Francis also manages the 
design and execution of BAWSCA’s water conservation programs and other regional supply planning 
activities.   

Prior to working for BAWSCA, Mr. Francis worked as a Senior Engineer for East Bay Municipal Utility 
District (EBMUD) from 2003 to 2016 where he was responsible for the development of new sources of 
water supply.  

Mr. Francis has a BS in Civil Engineering from South Dakota State University, an MS in Civil 
Engineering from Purdue University, and an MBA from Emory University.



“A multicounty agency authorized to plan for 
and acquire supplemental water supplies, 
encourage water conservation and use of 
recycled water on a regional basis.”

[BAWSCA Act, AB2058 (Papan-2002)]

BAWSCA Service Area

Every drop counts.  Use Water Wisely.

Sustainable San Mateo

Drought Update

Tom Francis
Water Resources Manager, BAWSCA

March 9, 2022



San Francisco Regional Water System

San Antonio 
ReservoirSan 

Andreas
Reservoir

Crystal  Springs
Reservoir
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Hetch Hetchy
Reservoir

New Don 
Pedro 
Reservoir 
(Water Bank)

Calaveras
Reservoir

Where Does Our Water Come From?



California Drought Monitor – Most of California is in a 
Moderate or Severe Drought
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SF Regional Water System Storage as of February 27, 2022
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Other California Reservoirs
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Year to Date Precipitation as of February 27, 2022
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Bay Area PrecipitationUpcountry Precipitation



Total Water Deliveries (SF RWS)

24/58



Regional Water System:  Drought Tracker
10% System-wide Reduction Target (July 2021 - February 2022)



Use Water Wisely!  Asking Water Customers to Reduce Water Use 
Today

• Important to use water wisely now
• Asking for voluntary reductions from 

all water customers (including 
businesses)

• Every drop saved today is stored in 
our reservoirs for use later!

• Reducing outdoor watering offers 
best opportunity to reduce water use

• Visit your water agency’s website to 
determine what conservation 
programs (including rebates) may be 
available to assist
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• Drought Messaging Campaign
▪ Billboards
▪ Social Media
▪ Mailers
▪ Updated BAWSCA Website
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Rain Barrel Rebates
Up to $200

Smart Irrigation 
Controller Rebates

Up to $74.99

BAWSCA’s Rebate Programs Available 

Note: Not all BAWSCA Member Agencies participate in rebate 
programs offered – refer to BAWSCA’s website for agency-specific 
info



Find Conservation Information at www.BAWSCA.org
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Example – City of Redwood City



Questions and Contact Information

•Questions?

•Contact 
Information:
▪ tfrancis@bawsca.org
▪ (510) 944-4392 (Cell)
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Our Speaker
Kan Parthiban
Sustainability Director
Lyngso Garden Materials

Kan Parthiban has a global background in a plethora of environmental sciences, including 
permaculture, landscape architecture, and urban planning. She has worked on and researched 
various sustainability practices around the world, including agricultural cooperatives in Cuba, 
eutrophication in the Gulf of Mexico, farm enterprises in Italy, and closed-loop composting 
systems in France. Kan’s graduate research at Harvard included implementing Target 2.4.1 of 
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals in Southern Asian countries.

With her extensive knowledge in the circular economy, life cycle assessment and climate 
change mitigation, she is an advocate and an educator for all things sustainable and organic. 
She has a passion for connecting grand environmental ideas and concepts with practical and 
feasible applications in our built environment.
 
Kan’s brief talk will cover how soil can be a reservoir for water and what you can do in your 
garden to encourage water infiltration.



SOIL: 
A RESERVOIR 
FOR WATER

Kan Parthiban
Sustainability Director | LYNGSO



SOIL MATRIX
◦ 50% of soil is 

open space
◦ Healthy soil has 

a lot of space, 
so air and water 
has room to 
move into the 
soil



SOIL TEXTURE   &   SOIL STRUCTURE





HYDROLOGIC CYCLE 
(WATER CYCLE)

 



WHAT YOU CAN DO 
TO INCREASE WATER 

INFILTRATION IN 
YOUR GARDEN



Top Dress 

Choose type of compost based 
on plants needs
Apply thin a layer, ⅜-½”, of 
compost over the top of the soil 
and cover with mulch unless you 
have good plant cover     
Apply thin layer, ⅜” or less, of 
compost over the top of turf

Open up compacted 
soil with a broadfork 
and apply 1” of 
compost over the top

One time 2” application 
of compost 
incorporated into top 
6-8” of soil as long as 
there are no tree roots in 
the area

Keep compost and 
mulch away from base 
of plants

   

COMPOST AND MULCH IN THE 
GARDEN



YOUR JOB: 
PROTECT SOIL STRUCTURE

Diverse Cover Crops

Compost, Mulch, Leaf Litter

Sheet Mulch

Plant Cover



Build Living Soil Structure

Soil is more than just 
sand, silt and clay

Soil is a living community 
of plants, microbes, 

minerals, organic matter, 
air and WATER

Soil plays a huge role in 
our water cycle. An 

increase of 1% of organic 
matter allows the soil to 

hold 1” of rain or irrigated 
water. 

Soil with good biological 
structure will allow water 

to infiltrate, be held 



BIO-INFILTRATION SYSTEMS (BIOSWALE)



EVERY FLOWER CAN FLOURISH WITH 
FERTILE SOIL AND WATER. 

– LAILAH GIFTY AKITA

THANK YOU :]



Guiding Questions

True sustainability can only be achieved when recognizing that we are all part of a complex, interconnected system.

● If/when water becomes severely restricted, how should 
priorities be set and what might be some of the best 
solutions to save water at scale?

 
● How do you see your own life changing 

to adapt to a future with less water?

● What changes have you already made in 
your own life (at home, work and with 
your free time) to conserve water?

 



Upcoming Events:
Join our monthly volunteer orientation this Friday, March 11th, 
from 12:00 Noon to 1:00 PM: bit.ly/SSMCVolunteerOrientation

http://bit.ly/SSMCVolunteerOrientation


Thank you for joining us tonight!
See you on April 13

bit.ly/HappyHourApril2022

Let’s keep in touch:
advocate@sustainablesanmateo.org

650-918-1992


