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Water Supply and Demand
Introduction

Population

Over the past decade, California residents have experienced two
droughts: one from 2007-2009 and another beginning in 2012
through present day. The current California drought is one of the
worst since recordkeeping began. Water year 2014 (Oct. 2013–
Sept. 2014) was the third driest on record. Rainfall has declined
dramatically, causing most of the state’s major reservoir levels to
drop below 50%.
To meet our water needs, we need to consider both the supply and
demand sides of the equation. Population growth certainly plays
a role in water demand, and we are expected to grow significantly
over the next 30 years. Through government incentives, pricing
changes, new regulations and changes to municipal codes, we can
help curb demand. To help with supply, we can identify new surface
storage opportunities, manage groundwater more effectively,
increase recycling and greywater usage, and consider desalination.

By 2030, there will be a 16% increase in water demand,
even if the goal of 20% reduction by 2020 is met.
(Sacramento Bee prediction 2/15/15)

Coming soon: Green Infrastructure • Water–Energy Nexus
Groundwater Management • City/County Survey Results • The Drought

Water Quality
Bay/Ocean Quality
The number of beaches receiving A or B grade during wet
weather increased from 44% in 2013 to 67% in 2014.
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The number of beaches receiving an A+ doubled from
4 in 2013 to 8 in 2014.

San Mateo County Sanitary Sewer Overflows
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Last year we saw a significant reduction in sanitary sewer overflows from 1.4 million gallons in 2013 to 150,000 gallons in 2014.
When heavy rainwater pours into cracked or clogged sewer pipes,
it can cause untreated sewage to overflow into storm drains and
area waterways.
With aging sewer systems, San Mateo County is at heightened
risk of sanitary sewer overflows.

Drinking Water
SSMC analyzed the 2013 Water Quality Reports from every
water agency in San Mateo County. All water quality indicators
looked at were safely below the federal accepted limits, with
one exception. For more information, see this indicator on our
website: sustainablesanmateo.org/water-quality.

On Earth Day 2013, San Mateo County implemented a Plastic Bag Ban
for retailers. The ban required most retailers to stop distribution of plastic
bags and replace them with paper bags. Retailers were required to charge 10
cents per bag, which then increased to 25 cents in 2015. The plastic bag ban
has served many purposes, including pollutant reduction in storm water and
runoff from littering. Moreover, the ban’s implementation made the topic of
water quality more relevant for county residents.
Since the 2013 plastic bag ban:

+162% of shoppers using reusable bags

+130% of shoppers hand carrying items
More information: visit smchealth.org/bagban

Coming soon: Green Infrastructure • Water–Energy Nexus
Groundwater Management • City/County Survey Results • The Drought

Indicators Highlights: Employment and Housing
0.5% of jobs in the county are Farm jobs.
According to the 2013 CA Water Plan,
of
67% county agricultural water comes from
ground water. During a drought, farmers face added
pressure because of groundwater scarcity.
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There is recent job growth in almost every service providing sector, particularly in Information.
t High paying jobs, combined with population growth, alter housing affordability.
t

Inflation-adjusted housing costs in 2014

In 2014 the median home price was $1,050,000, and the median condo
price was $612,000, representing 41% and 55% increases respectively
since a 15-year low in 2011.
Market average rent for a one-bedroom apartment in 2014 was $2,353,
a 51% increase since 2004. Average two-bedroom rent was $2.648.

Housing Supply
A recent report from the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG)
found that San Mateo County met just 42% of Regional Housing Need
Allocation (RHNA) goals from 2007-2014, lower than the Bay Area
average of 50%. The county also met just 17% of its targeted goals
for Very Low Income Housing and 24% of Low Income Housing.
RHNA goals are state targets to help cities anticipate projected
growth by income level so they can supply adequate housing for
all residents. ABAG oversees this process for the Bay Area and
released 2007-2014 and 2014-2022 RHNA goals earlier this year.
For a housing breakdown for all cities in the county, see our Housing
indicator: sustainablesanmateo.org/housing.

Share Your Thoughts! What are the most pressing water issues in the county? What obstacles
must be overcome to achieve greater conservation, adequate supply, and improved water
quality? Let us know at sustainablesanmateo.org/indicators-survey.

